[Preliminary results of preoperative radiotherapy in carcinoma of the rectum (author's transl)].
Preliminary results were evaluated in patients with carcinoma of the rectum of whom 33 had preoperative radiotherapy and 23 were treated by operation only. The tumour stage was T2-4 NX MO in all patients. There was no significant difference between the groups as to postoperative mortality, would healing, and postoperative admission time. However, the recurrence rate was significantly lower in pre-irradiated patients than in those treated by operation only. The combination of radiotherapy and radical operation appears to be a possible means of significantly improving the survival rate of patients with carcinoma of the rectum.